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Define Great Teacher 
by Erica L. from PA 

 
Education is one of the many keys to lead a successful life. The type of education students 
receive is solely based on what a teacher instructs. Students rely on their proctors to educate 
them in different areas of the subjects. Therefore, teachers should encourage students to 
pursue in their education. 
 
Great teachers are the ones who are differentiated from the rest. They have the qualities of 
patience, kindness, resourcefulness, and open-mindedness. Patience and tolerance allow 
students to feel less pressure when exposed to a new course. Kind teachers should know the 
boundary line of authority and reliability between the students and them. Being resourceful is 
beneficial to students who expect a solution to their questions or concerns. However, if the 
educator cannot respond to a question, then he or she should not mislead the students. 
Students are able to speak more freely if their educators are more open-minded than people 
who cannot see beyond their own points. Teachers should know their students’ strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 
Doing something one loves gives him or her true sense of happiness. Aside from what 
characteristics educators should have, they should passionately teach their curriculum. Great 
teachers who are passionate about their occupations are what keep the students’ will to learn. 
These individuals share their insights and knowledge that allows students to explore the infinite 
amount of knowledge. They will challenge their students to think critically and analytically. They 
influence the young people to make smarter decisions that will benefit their lives. They are the 
ones who motivate students to do better. Great teachers can bring out their students’ full 
potential.  
 
There are many qualities teachers have that distinguish themselves from others. However, each 
student has a different opinion of what makes a teacher great. Some individuals prefer teachers 
who are more lenient and fun than strict ones. Others may like teachers who give lectures than 
those who do more group activities. For me, I want a teacher who motivates me to do my best, 
steers me in the right direction, and loves what he or she is doing. There are a few teachers 
who I have encountered in my life that has met those qualities. They guide me to figure out 
what my strengths and weaknesses are and how to improve it. They are the ones who helped 
me strive to be the best person I can be. Even after I finish school, I will continue to cross paths 
with many more great teachers. There is a Chinese proverb that goes “Teachers open the door. 
You enter by yourself.” 
 
 


